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the economic history of the period, and if it be a fact it would not be
to his discredit. He makes no overt bid for patronage, in any extant
passage of his works ; it was hardly necessary to do so. In the
inscription of the second part of his Gentle Craft, however, to the
master and wardens of the worshipful company of Cordwainers, his
reference to the " gentle look " they had lent to the previous volume
can hardly mean anything else than a monetary acknowledgment
of his services, and a trust in favours to come. However this may
be, Deloney's three books show no injurious signs of having been
written to order. He retained the confidence of his fellow-artisans,
and died in poverty the last year of the century.
The Pleasant Histoiie of John Winchcomb> in his younger ye ares "Jack ,
called Jack ofNewbety, the famous and worthy Clothier of 'England'Newber
(1597), is no doubt an imaginative account of a real person, though
the history it contains is merely traditional. Jack lived at Newbuiy
under Henry VII. and his son, and is known to have died in 1519.
Deloney, who must at some peiiod have dwelt at Newbury, as his
familiarity with the place and its traditions shows, composes a sort
of popular biography, describing the rise of a successful tradesman ;
who starts life as a mechanic, marries his master's widow, and
becomes the head of a thriving business, entertains royalty, and is
offered knighthood by the king, but prefers to remain in his russet
suit, the friend and equal of the men and women who labour under
him. His huge establishment at Newbury is stated to be one of
many in different parts of the kingdom, all providing employment
and a comfortable living for a multitude of workers, and adding
abundantly to the country's wealth. Within one room there were
two hundred looms, each tended by a man and a boy ; in a place
hard by a hundred women were carding wool, and two hundred
maidens spinning in another ; sevenscore children were picking
wool, fifty men shearing, and fourscore rolling cloth, besides dyers,
fullers, and those at work in the brewery, bakehouse and kitchen, to
furnish good cheer for this vast household. It is a typical example
of the system that was superseding the city guilds of the Middle
Ages—a prosperous and contented community, the master not yet
a mere employer of hands, but rather the head of a family for whose
welfare he felt himself responsible, and every member of which was
his social equal and knew that their interests were identical. The

